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Protect Our Pollinators!
Mason bees are an essential part of the 
food chain. Installation of a bee habitat is 
a wonderful opportunity for your family to 
learn about the local ecosystems that keep 
our planet 
healthy and 
strong—and 
bees will return 
year after year!



 

Why Do Bees Matter?

Plant pollination carried out by bees and 
other wildlife is essential for the health of 
our planet. As both agricultural and urban 
landscapes grow, wildlife habitats are  
shrinking quickly. With loss of habitats, our 
planet is in danger of losing the ecosystems 
that support plant and wildlife populations 
all over the world—but we can all help  
prevent that, and providing backyard  
habitats is the perfect place to start!

“...even the insects in my 
path are not loafers, but 

have their special errands.”                       
                 —Henry David Thoreau



DID YOU KNOW?
Roughly 1/3 of our food supply 

depends upon pollination.



What Does Pollination 
Mean, Anyway?

• Seed-bearing, flowering plants produce 
pollen, a powdery substance that helps 
these plants to form new seeds. 

• Pollination occurs when the wind, bees, 
and other winged creatures carry pollen 
from one plant to another, beginning the 
process of building new plant life.    



DID YOU KNOW?
Pollen and bees have a  

win-win partnership! As bees 
dart from one plant to another 
depositing pollen, they’re also 

gathering food to feed their larvae.



What’s the Difference 
Between a Mason Bee 

and a Honey Bee?
Mason bees are solitary nesting bees, which 
means they work alone, pollinating plants 
and building nests along the ground or in 
tiny tubes or cavities. Honey bees nest and 
make honey in a hive, or communal bee 
colony. Each honey bee has one just job, 
from queen to drone to worker bee. Up to 
60,000 honey bees may live in one hive! 



DID YOU KNOW?
Honey bees are picky 

pollinators, focusing on just one 
species of plant at a time, and 

only appearing when the outdoor 
temperature reaches 60˚f.



Why Create a 
Mason Bee Habitat?

• Solitary-nesting bees are gentle. Because 
they rarely sting, mason bees are easy  
to raise

• These bees eat local! Mason bees stay 
within 300 ft. of their nests

• Mason bees emerge early every spring, 
and pollinate over 1000 plants every day!

• Solitary-nesting bee populations will 
return year after year to the same habitats



DID YOU KNOW?
Every female  

mason bee is a queen!



Brick by Brick... 
Solitary Bees Work Hard!
Named for their habit of using mud or 
other “masonry” products in constructing 
their nests, mason bees get the job done 
with efficiency! 

Masonry means building structures out of 
sturdy materials, piece by piece, using  
mortar, which is a paste of ground up  
material that works as glue—like brick 
houses, for example.



DID YOU KNOW?
Efficient pollinators, 

solitary bees cover themselves  
with a dusty, dry pollen and then 

belly flop from plant to plant,  
covering everything in their path.
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What is the Life Cycle 
of a Mason Bee?

1. Male and female mason bees mate.
2. Female deposits food (pollen & nectar) 

with eggs: one nesting tube will hold five 
or six individual nests, and each nest will 
contain a single egg.

3. Eggs develop into larvae.
4. Larvae develop into pupae.
5. Pupae develop into bees, who  

hibernate (sleep over the winter).
6. Feeding on the pollen and nectar, each 

adult bee works its way out of the nesting 
tube, emerging one at a time–to start the 
cycle again!



DID YOU KNOW?
Inside their nesting tubes,  

mason bees follow a curious rule:  
last egg in becomes the first bee out!



What Kinds of Plants 
Attract Mason Bees?

These hard-working pollinators are drawn to 
blossoming fruit trees, and the many plants 
that blossom just after fruit trees begin to 
leaf. Other favorites are plants that bloom 
year-round and flowers with single blossom 
tops, like daisies, which produce more nectar.

Remember: keep a water source nearby 
because solitary nesting bees prefer clay soil 
(mud) to build their tiny nests.



DID YOU KNOW?
Because they’re only focused 

on pollination, and not producing  
honey or wax, solitary-nesting bees can 
pollinate 1,000 or more  plants a day—

that’s the work of 100 honey bees!



In order to survive, over 30% of the crops 
we love to eat depend on pollination. 
Take a look at a small sample of plants 
grown in the United States:

NORTHEAST MID-ATLANTIC

Apples Blackberries

Cranberries Tomatoes

Brussels Sprouts Yams/Sweet Potatoes



NORTH NORTHWEST

Pumpkins Cherries

Potatoes

Garlic

Pole Beans

Kidney Beans

DID YOU KNOW?
Farming is so dependent on 

pollination that some farmers rent 
honey bee colonies, which are transportable.



WEST SOUTHWEST

Almonds Onions

Grapes Strawberries

Avocados Cantaloupes



SOUTH  HAWAII

Cucumbers Coffee Trees

Watermelons Coconuts

Lemons Mangoes

Do you see any of  
your favorite foods listed here?  
If so, creating a bee habitat will  

help to strengthen our ecosystems  
and keep our plants strong and bountiful!


